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D - Dana Gumb V - Virginia McGavin

L « Lousie Millard E « Emms Millard

Ds Today is Nowember 15, 1972, and we're talking with Miss Louise
Millard and Miss Euma Millard., This is Dana Guumb spesking with Virginia
McGavin asking some questions, too. fle first wanted to start with your
parents, your mother and father, and ;f you could give us an idea where

they were born and what their background was.

L$s Our mother was s native of Fairfax County, born here in the Vienna
area énd educated here, and our father was from Dickerson, Maryland; and
he came from a large family end they moved over here in around 1900 and
bought the old place up here where we live, And his father, Dad's father,
operated the mill for some years, I don't knoﬁ how long, not éoonlong; ke
died rather young. Then the mill was in the name of grandmother, and her
neme was Emma, Emma Catherine Millard, and so the ones who operated the

mill for her were our deds, Samuel Millard and Alfred Millard; they were
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the two brothers who operated the miil; But it was in her name. Then a
little later than that, why they, the mill was purchased by our fathé;,
Semuel Millard, and operated that way. I believe Millard brothers came
in there somewhere, didn't they? Jammel and Alfred... Yes, that's right.

Dt You wentioned your father was educated in this area; do you re-
member what schools he went to?

Ls Hé was educated mostly in Dickerson, Maryland, and then he was in
William and Mary College for awhile,

Dt Yeah, Was it your mother that was educated in this area in Fair-
feax County? Do you remember what schools she went to?

L: Olarke's Crossing school, little old one or tﬁo room school, not
too far from here. That s dewmolished now, isn't it?

D: Clarke's Crossing, was that on the railroad?



Lt Right near it.
' ﬁt On the Washington and Q0ld Dominion Railroad? By Piney Branch,
I think it is. " '

Lt Out that way.

Dt I remember I did some hiking along the railroad this summer, and
at Clarke's Crossing I remember a big white house way up on the hill. De

youirecall anything about that? ]

Lt Probably the Smiths., I expect it was the Smith's house, I don't

N

know.‘ Of course, therefs been some building back in there, too. Been a

subdivision, I don't kn;w just how far that extended.

D: Yeah, well the subdivision didn't quite go all the way to Clarke's
Crossing. And of course there isn't much there now at Clarke's Crossing,
but all I remember is a big building up on a hill. You say it might be the
Smith's? U

Lt Probably the Smith property, wasn't it? The Smith property...
of coérsa, Mrs. Young is on the other g}de, Mrs; Beuleh Young, one's on

one side, and dne's on the other... -

D3 And two big mansion type houses, you know.

Lt Probably one of them is the Smiths and the other Mrs. Bemlah
Young, whom we know quite well., And she's a teacher right not at Streyer
College in Washington, retired, partially. 8he taught there for years,
and now she's just back teaching the length of time that she's allowed to
teach after you retire...allowed to work after you retire,

D: Well, where did you go ko school in fairfax County?

Es T started out iﬁ Clarke's Crossing, went there to the f£ifth grade,
and then in the sixth grade I started in Herndon High School and graduated,
stayed there until I g{gduated from four years of high school. I rode the
first part going to Herndon. I rode the trolley, the Washington and 01d

Dominion Railroad, rode to Herndon from Clarke's Crossing. And I lived

-




down here with my grandmother. And after that I moved back down to Colvin
Run to live with my parents.

Dt Where was Herndon High School located in Herndon, wes it where it
is nowt?

Lt By the elementary no, no, no, I beg your pardon, by the intermediate.
The oi.d, ﬁell it used to be the old high school, down there they use it as
an intermediste school, We all, except our younger sister who is deceased,
we all graduated from Herndon High. You see, our grandparents living down
here, we would sta& down here snd ride the 0ld Dominion car line, until we
got older; and then Dad got us a car and our bréther drove us, and we went
then from our home up to Colvin Run. Went up to Route 7 and into Herndon.

Dt How would you get from Colvin Run to the station?

Lt When we lived in this area we went cver to Clarke"e Crossing, we
just walked thet distance...down through a field, a woodlot and whatnot,
wouldn't take you too terribly long, just a nice stroll, That's how we
traveled there. , | -

E: When we went to Hernden from h\ere, wy grandmother bought us a car,
and we dréve to Herndon. .

Dt What were the conditions of the roads?

Lt Mud. |

Es Almost went out of sight sometime.

L: We were terdy more than one morning. But there'd be others... in
other areas... The roads were in such bad condition. Thet was kind of common
'round this area then, 'cause this was back in, let's seé, 1920, ..think about
20, 22, 23, 24,

Et Thet was when you would lose your bootvs, vhen you went through so
much mud and had to go back and retrieve the boots.

L: But we had fun.
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Dt Do you remember what roads you'd take to get out...
' ﬁ: ﬁoute 7 until we came to what we call Mock's Corner and then what
is now Routd 28, isn't that right, goes through there? We didn't cross
Sugarland Run; we Q;nt up to where there...it's called Mock's Corner or

Herndon Junction I think, some people call it now. It was known as Mock's

Corner, and that is developing., There is a bank there, That was Route 28,

And we went through there, there's where the mud wes, any*here on ﬁoute 7.
From 28 or going over 28 into Herndon. The mud was bad,..until finally the

roads were so bad that Dad got so that, I don't know, he borrowed from

grandmother, I forget which, because we meemed to have cars then, for some

reeson...everybody hed...for their family to travel in and...we just in wine

tertime, we would board in Hernden.

Ds You would live in Herndon just to go to schoal?

Lt And my brother would stay with a friend of hi;, boyfriend that he
had in school, and we knew his family; end her mother and I, we stayed with
a friend..,.was in the same class with me, with a Mr. and Mrs. Hurst, and we
stayed up there all the winter months. -

E:t And I stayed with Marie and traveled to town. I had graduated
then. I went to Herndon that way. I boarded at Herndon. Before I went to
business school. And I went to business school in town. I boarded here
in Vienna.

Lt But then you was riding the old trolley, the old car, that's how
it was,..or have your own car, which you're kinda...really you're up in
the air, you know, when you did that. You never knmew if you wouldn't get
stuck in the mud.

Dt Do you remember how much it cost to ride the train...to take the
treolley trip up to Herndon?

Es 1 don't remember, but I remember we'd buy a ticket...a ticket book,
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each one had a ticket book, but I don't remember...I bought a ticket book
when I ceme to Washington to go to business school. Somebody swiped my
purse one night and had to borrow money to get home, My ticket book was
in my purse,.,.upset‘me terribly. Seemes to me the ticket book cost about
tvelve or fifteen dollers theﬁ, but I don't remember for sure.

Lt This carline over here going to Hernden wae comparable to the 0ld
Dominion iine thet went through Mclean up to Great Falls, you see, they
were comparable., 'Cause I know thé first year 1 tadght down there in Mclean
it was our job then to go across from the old Franklin Sherman School to the
carline and the station such as it was and see that the children got on the

train, We didn't have any buses you see then. Or, ver: few, if any; they

had, I think, a few, but the main thing was if you were going that direction,

you rode the cars. The buses were provided and that was by private, the
County did not operate that.

Dt Where was the station located in McLean?

Lt Kinde, you know where you come down 01d bominion Drive and just
before yoﬁ get to the traffic light, I;ﬁ coming down now, i mean coming
like from... )

Ds Going toward Arlington?

Ls Well yeah, going toward Arlington, well, I don't know how to tell
you. Let's go back down kinde where there was a drug store and places, I
can't think. I can't get the names of the places, There's an eating place
éhere now. Well, Preston's Drug Store was there, that was the general idea,
And thet is now closed up, but there's something else there., There was a
florist shop there at one time, Rector's Florist. Well, the trolley used
to go past that area, you see, and that would go in to Rosslyn, and then
the other of course, would stop gt Great PFalls, you see,

D: Do you remember where the station was? Was it by that Laughlin

Real Batate Office?
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Lt Yes, it was there,

Dt Right in front of there?

Ly Yes. And the place tha£ is a filling station now, there used to
be = étore and alsoiﬁ post office combined there, they called Storm's Store,

Ds Where was this now? -

Lt This was just parailel to the carline that we were talking about
that wes going. And the children would stay in the store, and then we'd have
complaints sometime from Mr. Storm, the children coming over, you know how
they're doing, waifing for the car, running in and out and doing all this
kind of stuff. It's just really playful stuff. ZThey weren't really meén
or nothing of that>kind. But that operated for a'long, loné time, I really
do not know. I knew Miss Dunkum and I started teaching. That carline was
in operation then, and we used to get on it going the other wa&,-going to
Rosslyn, you know, after school, evenings. And we went in there, I mean to a
program or movies or whatever we went to do. You just did that. We were
talking sbout it just the other night, the danger now thinking of coming out
at twelve o'clock at night getting to MéLean and then walking up to a...8he
was up not too far past the McFarland Building, that's where she boerded
then, up in that erea. 4And we didnft think anything of it, but that was
their main way, really, of getting around. 0ld Dominion Line you know, as
far as thet part was concerned. Automobiles weren't too plentiful.

Et Isn't there a filling station there? That store, that grocery store,

Lt You mean where Storm's used to be?

Es Yeah,

Lt Yes, thereig a filling station there, I can't think of the name of
it right at this time.

Dt The Esso station? No, American station?

Ls American, I believe it is. Yes, kind of eomes in at a point. Yeh,

well that's really where the post office was and they had a grocery store
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there, and that's where the children would stay and wait when we went over
with them. They were supposed to stay there, of course they ran arocund
everywhere, you know. But we'd try to rope the little ones in and we'd
have to stay there Jntii the 01d Domiﬁion car came to take them on home.
And I think...just go over and stay with 'em-~that's all there was to it.
And people on the cars would often complain, want io see the principal or
the teacher or someone, how the children misbehaved.

Dt Sounds familiar, doesn't it?

ﬁs And the children, one minuté they'd buy groceries for their parents
and then a lot of them did, bought groceries to take home for thelr parents,
and as they would ride home, on the way going home in the afternoon from
McLean up toward Great Falls. They would take the groceries out, and of
eoﬁrse, they just tormented the people on the cars, hitting them on the
head with loaves of bread and we used to get call upon call. And that's
why teachers had to go over and stay until...you had to stay with them until
the car pulled out. We were responsible for them. That's true, really!
People were kinda picky, you know, and we wanted to let the children do a
little ofiit,

Ds What else was there in central Mclean, when you first remember,
was there wuch of anything else?

Lt Well, the Episcopal Church was right...that's been...I doh't know
whether that's been torn down or not. 1Is it?

Dt St. Jom's? Up on Chain Bridge Roaﬁ?

Lt Uh-huh, ub-huh.

Dt That's a, i'think there's a car care center or something there.

Lt Yeah, thet was there of course, and as I say, this store and post
office was all combined there and the station as we called it. And I can't
remember too much of other...there were farms that led right up to the station.

Remember Mr. Beatty had a big house there? -
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Et Yes, Mr. Beatty just on up past the Giant Store up in that area,

and they

Ds
building
was torn

Ls

Ds

Ls

D:

Es

Lt

Dt

Ls

had a....

What was that house on the site of the tennis courts that they're
now? You Ehow, that houwse was there, do you remember that? It
dowﬁ'for,the tennis courts.

Oh, there's something...

Ivy sowething, wasn't it?

I can't think.

Ivy Hill?7"

Up by thé Giant Store?

There's a gsports centgr isntt it, going to be opening up there?
feah, tennis courts. There~was an old house back there,

Yes, there was some old house back there that was kept for quite

some time. It wasn't for sale. I wean a lot of them thought it was going

to be, you know, reconstructed, renovated or sowething or other, but finally

whoever had it decided to sell it as I understood. I really don't know that

to be suthentic.
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Yeah, they tookvit down. Do you rememﬁer the Fairfax Electric line?
You'd know that.

Now that was different. Old Dominion car line was one,

01d Dominion went to Herndon.

Yes., And then there was another car line that came on down 12th

Street, used to go %o 12th Street-on that. Went to 12th Street on that,

and then it came in to Vienna and then it went out to Oakton that way.

Ds
%3 Es
Ds

L

Yeah. Did you ever take the trip down to Oakton?
Yeah.
Did you?

I never went that way very much because I went just to Washington

and 12th Street, just went to school, see, and to work finally, end then

we'd cowe back to Vienna and stey...going out to Oakton and Fairfax. But
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I don't remember too much.
‘ Ds Yeah. Do you heppen to remember any of the stations or anything
like that? ' |

Lt No, I don't.

Dt Anything along that...'cause that's something I'd really like to
track down.

Ly Not the stations there, but on the right way to Herndon we were
talkiﬁg about the other day, a while ago--the Wielhe Station which is up
there at Sunset Hill where they make the bourbon, you know, Virginia Gen-
tlemen. Ub=huh, but now §ut here is where the Sunday school teacher we
were talking about the other day used to.

Et What was it? What was the name of that little place in there?

Ls TIt's over in the Oakton area, that's where it is, but, uh... ON,
there's a certain name for that but I can't think what that is now. So
long ago. But this person we're thinking of used to ride the car line
from her home to Vienna on Sunday mornings and get off the train there and
ghe would walk from Vienna up here to Abr little church; and she was our
Sunday school teacher, and did it for years and years. We were talking
about her just the other day. J3he's been deceased for some time now,

D:' Do you recall the Vienna station of this electric line. What was
it, the same sﬁﬁtion as the W & 02D?

Lt No, there were two separate...

Et Two separate stations.

Lt The 0ld Dominion was the one we'revtalking ebout going to Herndon
now, and that came, went on in to Rosslyn. This other one you're talking
about came in down at 12th Street, didn't it, Pennsylvania Avenue?

Dt Well, the Viemna station of the W & O D is that, I\think'it's
painted yellow. ITt's still standing.

Lt VWorn looking. The other station is down, and the closest place




to thet is a little shoe repair placé as you...

Es By Baker's Hardware, too.

L: Yesh, Beker's, it'3s on that area. There's a parking area being
constructed there now. It's been...we can show you to it. We can, I can't
exactly locate it. ”

D: Well, is it on the W &%0 Dbstation side of Maple Avenue? You know,
wae it on that side of Maple Ayenué? '

L: This was wmore or léss you Enow where Hawthorne's Drug Store is
down there?

D3 OH, over by the library, on the library side of....

Et Yeah, uh-huh.

L: Yeah. Well, thet car apparently came in fromw Oakton down there; it
came down that general way, almost like in thé direction of the Vierma School
in down through that. T don't know; I didn't ride that. Bo you remember
how they used to go to Fairfax and Oskton and places lik& éhat_on that car.
And then that would come on in and that would pick up people, and then it
would go down into Washington, too.-\ A

Et Yeah. I can't think of those places on that dey...Dunn Loring
Station and... - -

L1 Yeah, and then Dunn Loring would be one.

" Es Dunn Loring would be one and then...

Lt But there's one between Vienna end, of course, Oskton I imagine, I'm
»ﬁretty sure would be in on that, but then didn't call it Oakton Station.
They haed a certain name. They had names of'eithervpeople Or SOme Way.

D: Yeah, there were people that owned the property in around there.
Like the Sunset Hills, what was the name of that?

L: Bowman. Um, um, Wiekle,

Dt That's in Reston now. Well, do you remember any of your teachers

in Herndon?
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L: Oh, you do.
_ él Oh yes., Mise Edwards was the principal...strict teacher...I held
my breath when I think of her. She was a good teacher though.

Lt She was a jood teacher, she was a good orgenizer, but she was that.

It stopped thers.
Et It stopped there, yes,
Lt Sports, foolishness, any of that kind of that was out of the que s

tion,‘surely. Just, I mean, but she was well liked by the community, very

strict and very stern.

Et Been at Herndon for years,

Lt But you didn't see too many people chummin' sround her.Q I mean,
like éhe didn't have some, there were some, I guess>maybe it was just their
dispositions, I don't know. |

Et T know one of the teachers, Miss Um, what was her name that I took

Latin under her end I flunked it the first hear. I try to forget that anyway.

L: It was Miss Gibbons, wasn't\;t, Miss Gibbons?

E:t Gibbons, yeah, Miss Gibbons was one., sShe wa§~a fairly nice teecher,

Ls I don't remember her.

E: I'm trying to think of her name.

L: GQertrude Carrier was one, the one that taught I think she taught
your/mother, I know she did Charley, our brothéry and I know she taught me,
And we all liked her., The chubby woman and very human. Things we said and
&id, they weren't always terrible. She always found some joy, some fun in
it. And Miss Edwards you just, you didn't kid with her. But she was a
very, very well qualfied principal. She ran the school beautifully.

D: Sounds like Mr. Cabelus, He's our principal at Langley,

L: Yes, oh, yes. '

D: Everything's got to be just right, you know.

Lt Well, she was so precise in things like that and still when it
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came to doing domestic things, at least they told us on our...and I don't
lmow whether it was true or not...and that she just she dressed nicely. She
kept a little house apartment, I think they had a private home but she
gouldn't cook or anfﬁhing like that. Then along like that, she would come
and tell the ones in the office, you know, said she put something én to cook
last night and forgot to put any water in the pan, and put it on the stove
and it almost all burned up. And things of that kind, you know. And others
would laugh, but she never saw anything funny about it, you see, you couldn't
laugh. And of course, we were stand offish, I said we weren't close enough
to her, and I admired her and I liked her after I started teachihng, that was
about her last year here, and she was very friendly and nice with me. You
wouldn't have known that we weré the same two people really. But I'd used
to be scared to death of her. I know one day I was walking up the.steps,
and T was looking back, you know, at somebody, and I walked smack into her.
Oh, did she give me thunder. 'Cause, you see, I was going this way, but I
was looking back here and I walked right smack into her. On this landing
of this stairway. Boy, I alweys 1ooked from that time on.
D: How many people were in the school? How many students?
Lt I have no idea, _ |
K/D: Just several hundred in the high school?

E: There's a dinky auditorium upstairs and fwo rooms,

L: That's the old building, 'cause that burned after I started teaching
you know.

E: That's where we went,

Lt Yes. Well, I know who was it now, somebody that graduated, there
were eight in the graduating class. That will give you an idea. And it
went, just I think, I think when I graduated there was about that many. I
graduated some years before Virginia's mother:

E: I think there was 20 some when I graduated,

12 -

S 3

oK i

X

L

s TILTIER 70 SHU T




Lt No, there were eifght, I remember, What happened, there was some
teachera sbout that time who fsiled. I don't know,
Et I don't remember that. ?

Ls But the high schools were, I don't know. ®here's no comparison

betweén them then and what I know of them now, Thefe's ﬁore of a chance
I think for a person to express themselves and carry on an interest in high
school I think today than that things were...this is what it it, this is

for the first year, or the second year, or third year or what not. Well,

I don't want to take Latin at all, there was no such thing as choosing in

between anything of tﬁat. T know when I went to college, they had Latin

ST S

and French, and I just thought to myself, I can't stomach that Latin any-
more, that's all there is to it. Whether I could take French, well just
imagine, wouldn't that have been wonderful; 1 could have learned it in
high school, you see. Now you do have choices, don't you, of many things i
now? . |

Dt Oh, yes, right. Would you have had to teke Bhatin and all those

N

things? - - ‘ —

L{ Yes, yes. I had to take it. So then when I finsally, I finally
got my degree I, see’I went away to school and took a two-year course and
came back and taught, and then ¥ had my degree from American University
after thet, so I was at Lynchburg and Mary Washington both, and then finally
finished up up here, And it came back to the place where they gave me
credit for that Latin that I had taken in college the ?irst year when I
didi't want to take it there, but that was more of a requirement at that
time. You had to have Latin in preference to anything else. Of course,
French was some, but other languages were pretty much out of it then. There
wasn't too broad of a curriculum.

Et That was one of the hardest subjects, betins.

L: And geometry.
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Et Yeah, snd geometry.

Lt I liked the geometry, but I didn't like the Latin. But, believe

’ it or.not; in those days- this was back now 20's or 56'8 1923_ - around that

time, the schools hsd an orchestra or a band- we called it an orchestra in

those days - and I was in it. And I know, well there vere only a few of us
but it was mostly string instruments, you didn't have much of the wind ine
struments in those days., And they would, of course, little communitiés like
HRerndon was one of them, they hed a movie hall. And what they'd do, they'd g
call on our band, our orchestra, we were called different th_ngs by different :
people, and some of the people I expect called us some things I wouldn't say

‘cause I know sometimes we were pretty lousy. We would be invited out and in

between, you know, the break you have, the intermission, why we would play,

you know, and sometimes there wouldn't be more than 15 of us, we were proud

as peacocks. But that was the nearest, I think, of branching out and doing

something different than just your books. So much of it then was your books
’ and things that you'd have., Well, we had basketball, had a lot of sports

and things of that kind, but I think there!s so much more to interest people

e

o

today than then, that was the thing. And I think that's how we commenced to
meet the individual différences in people more in the world. ¥We had more,
a broader curriculum then to choose from. But I don't think some people

would have been problems in the schools that there were then. That, if they

had more of a choice. Now, some people I know would say, "Well, why do you
Aﬁave your problems today then when yod do have a broader choice?® 3o there's
8 cballenge again today. What causes it today but I think there's different
reasons there. Some could be the seame but well, but take the world, for ine
stance, people have travelled and go farther and do things. We have more of a
horizon now, you see, than we had then. So, uh, but it's been interesting

| over the years, |

’ Dt When did you first teach school? You said that you went to college

fer two years, and then you came to teach. Was that right?
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Lt Yeah, I went to Lynchburg College at first, and then I had to
come home the second semester there due ‘to illness. I had something happen
to my eyes, and I had to stay out of school for over a year. So then I had
to get back closer, the idea was to get back closer to Washington. 30 I
went to Mary Washington College, the state teacher'stcollege there for two
years, and got my two-year certificate, And then I ceme on snd got a school,
over where Franklin Sherman is, in 1928.

Dt You start teaching right there?

L:+ And then T went to Americen Un{versity and finished up and got my
r;gulér degree, see, Well, most of it I did in the summertime, I did a
little bi¥ at night, but most in the summertime. But I started here in
20--1928(

Dt IHow, how old was the building when you came to teach?

L: I think that was...

Dt Had it just been built?

Lt That had been built somewhere around 1920 to 24--T think there was

a porfion-of it, probably the very, very front--I've heard tales on this--I
don't really knbw. But T think there was a portion of that, that haafbeen
constructed and used as a Franklin Sherman School, but then the other part
was added on. And the other part was more ¢f 'less a big auditorium at the
backﬁof the old building and that's when the school enlarged the place where
they had a four-year high school then. And they needed that backupart, you
aee, for the gym--basketball and all that type of thing. And they had a very
good sized high school there. It dwindled off and finally before we left,
whyy it come down to just two years, you see, but then again it was... Well,
the parents felf that the curriculum here wasn't quite meeting up with what
the curriculum was in Washington. More of the parents were travelling at that

time, going in to work, and they could very easily take their children on into

the bhigh school; and they claim they got a better education over in Washiﬂfon
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than they did here, you see. 30 finally, Mclean became a two-year high
school; that's how it finally dwindled down to. It's one of those things
that happened because T feel sure it was not a2 letdown in the curriculum,
nor the teachers or anything. It's just one of those things that happened.

D: Do you think they were actually equel, that the paremts just
thougﬁt tﬁey were,,,?

Lt I felt that Qay myself; that's one of my own personal opinions,
Some other people I know feel the same way with me that I've talked with
ebout, and I think thet maybe some of them that may have gotten started on
this were expecting more than what they got. And I think they got, maybe
the fact of meeting and weeting up with different people--although Wash-
ington city, you know, wasn't too terribly big back in that time, like tiocy
have different races and all now. But they effered, I think ome thing they
offered was more foreign language, that was one thing. But out here we had
more of a physicel ed progrem and things of that kind. éo it was, it was,
T think you can toes it up--it depends what they wanted--that's the thing
of it. And soms, T think, Polt that it was msybe just a little bit--maybe
I oughtn't say that--but I think they thought it was just a little é;ép up
if you went to Washington to school than if you were here. 4nd now 1'll
leave it today; I don't want to finish that now., But it came back to us,
you see, Wéffinally got it back, you see, we--so many years went by--and
we could gradually see it was coming back. See, McLean was then grounded
down to g,two-year high school, and then finally down to a gradé school; so
there was a time when it went back like that, you know.

D: Do you remember some of the teachers that were in the school along
with you?

Lt Oh, yes, I'm sure I do. Of course, Miss Dunkum was there;she and
I started the Eame year, She, and theré was a Miss Tomko, Jenny Tomko, who
was, well remember in MclLean., She was down at Disputanta, Va., and she lived

there in MclLean; but her house was aown there. And I cen't think, Miss Leumon,
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she was one., And there was a Miss Brumback and...these were some way back
when I first started teaching. Then, of course, as the years went along,

heé¢ Miss Jett who had been teaching also down in her home town--down around
Reedville, Va. She ceme on up here, end she's been up here a number of
years with §iss Dunkum and all of us who had been together. Let's see, Miss
Dunkum retired lést year, I did this past year, and Miss éett's going to do
it this comihg year. So that's how we kind of move along;there. I'm sure
there's plenty of ethers too 1 didn't think of--they're not in the Mclean
area right now. I could think of, but I mesn, but there's some but they've
moved away as far as that goes. We gotta change about, but 1 always did
think Pranklin Shermen was a wonderful school. I think I m. ght tell of my
experi;nces of applying for a school here beceuse that kinda struck we funny.
I mean, particulerly it strikes me now knowing how hard people have to more
or less have to try to get a job and maybe get what you like. You could get
a job, but you can't alweys get something, waybe you've been trained in or
that you're particularly interested in. This is when I came home now from
Mary Washington for the spring holidéy; which was along, I guess the latter
part of March; and that's when I was finishing up wy two-year coursé:/ See,
I'd been to Lynchburg and been there one semester end ceme home. Then I had
to stay out of schocl a whole year after that on account of my eyes, and then
went to Mary Washington so I can be close to the doctors in Washington-~that
wes my reason for changing. #And so as ¥ got through my two-year course there,
I practiced teaching, and f came home. I applied and went out to see the
Buperintendent, who was Mr, Hall at that time--~his last year here--and he
said, "Why,when do you want a job?" And I said, ™I'd like to teach next year.
And he said,'"Oh, where do you want to be?" Imagine‘about asking where do
you vant to be! And I said I'd like to go down to the Vienna area, And he
said, "I don't know how the vacancies are there, but I do know thst down in

Mclean there's some vacancies.® 4And he said,"'"Are you interested in that?"
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And I eaid, "Well, T guess I could be." T wasn't but too interested. So |
he said, "I'll tell you then what you do. ¥ou go down_and see the principal,
her nawe is Miss Sneasd, Miss Mary Snead. And I went down to see her and
talked with her and so forth. When I left, she said, "Well, I expect to see
you in'September." I don't know if T could teach. #And I told her, I-said,
"What grade will T have?® She said, "Second." I said, "Oh, I couldn't do
that." And she seid, "ihy not?" And I said, "I've had practice teaching in
fourth grade, and I couldn't take anybody younéér than that. 8he said, "Oh
yes, you could." She said, "Well, you've had your practice teaching. She
said, "What's your grade on it?" And I said, "Well, I'd rather you knew what
grade I hed gotten, and I waan'£ ashamed of it;'but I didn't want to be
boastful either. And I said, "I'd rather you found out from the college."®
Well, she pinched me until I told her what it was. And she said, "Now you
can just go right on back to college and you cen visit in the traihing school
and meke yourself feel more secure and come right on up here in the fall end
take over the second grade right here as my partner in the second grade. But
that wes the way it was to get a job;-ybu know! And I thoroughly enjoyed it.
I just wanted to come to Vienna, becsuse I had my mind in Vienna, jué;“because
I thought T was a little closer to Vienna.

Dt X little essier to get to.

"Lt Ub-hun.

Ds Well, where was the office for the Superintendent? Was he in fairfax?

L: Yes, he was in Fairfax, near, it was in the building where the old
courthouse is, you see. You went in that door. And, of course, they have an
entirely different building there now, you know. |

Ds You went straight to the superintendent, right?

Lt Ohyes, I went right to the superintendent. And he” told me, he said,
and the thing of it was I just went over there. You just did that--you just

went over to the superintendent.... And he said, "Well, if you see Miss Snead
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down in Mclean, I think you can get the job there.® And then I thought, "Isn't
he going to call her or do anything?" She didn't know & thing about it. “And
she just talked to me and maid she could do it; she hed a vacancy. I told her
that I wanted the fourth grade though; that's what I wanted., And she said,
"Now we don't have the fourth grade; we have a second grade." And that's when
I told her sbout it. She said, "Well, if you just go to the training school
and just brush up on it. I said; "Well, I've had my practice teaching, that's
all right. I'll just go and visit and...So I ceme on back and that's what I
did. So I weﬁt from the...I did teach in different gredes from then on, how=
ever, But it's been a great life. Quite different though then the ones that
I know of trying to get jobs now.

Dt Do you recall some of the names of the other superintendents?

Ls Yaah, Mr. == the one that followed Mr. Hall was my pride and'joy-
Mr. Wilbut T. Woodson. And I thought an ewful lot of him; I still do. And
then the others that ceame along...Mr. Woodson was for a long time superinten-
dent. I'm trying to think of some of the othera. Mr. Coffey, I believe, I
think he was superintendent; I'm not really sure on that. And then Funder-
burk which we had not too long ago. And they used to come around to;é;; us,
and you would get the picture and remember the name. You don't see them enough
now to remember the name of them, see. And with your assistant and this and
thet and the other, so we'd usually have to go through our supervisors, you
know, the principal, you know, go through your own principal and the pgincipal
to the supervisor. And then a Mr. Woodson was the one that I thought was ex-
tremely down to earth and human.

Dt What was the stcry about the middle of the read or something thet
you told?

L: Which one was‘that?

Ds The one--the freedom in the classroom.

Lt Oh yes. Mr. Woodson was going to Fredericksburg--he needed to go down
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there for a regional type of meeting on progressive teaching and some~-very
much like the methods that are changed, you know, and how it happens to go
through school, you know. We change everything, just like this team teaching
now today and things of that kind. So he asked a group of us about going down.
I think there were two car loads went, I don't remember, I know I went in the
car with him. There were four or five of us. And we were to listen what they
seid, and they told us that progressive teaching was this and that and the
other and taking the child as fast as he can go, and doing all this and that
and the other, Of course, all of us popping our eyes and looking aﬁ each other.
And so, when we got in the car and started back, Mr. Woodson said, "Well girls,
how do you feel?" And we said, "We don't think we can do it} We will do. the
best we can." And one teacher would say, "Well, I think we cén do it. I
think we ought to have a little bit more freedom." And Mr. Woodson replied,
YJust stay in the middle of the road, girls."

Dt And then he pulled in the widdle of the road?

Lt Uh-huh, yeah. That's how I've always remembéred it. And he's just
that type of person, really, No, he d;&n‘t actually pull on the side of the
road, but he did it with his hands--"in the middle of the road, girlaﬁ:;we
were travelling along on our way then coming home,

Di Was the--you were talking about the car that was in the hall?

‘Ls Oh, yes! | .

Dt Was that...?

L: That's where my first year teaching--this Miss 8nead that had come in
give me 8 job eand--I was young then, I wasn't as old as I am now, and I saw
some fun now and then. And I didn't see why I couldn't laugh too. So, but IX
was on that old front hall--were you ever in that old building?

Dt I never got in there before they tore it down.

Lt Anyhow, it was just an old building; that's all there is to it. But,

I mean, it would--well, the rooums would...
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Ds Were there two floors?

Lt Yeah, two floors. It had been built 19...

N

Et Rather high steps up in front.

p—

Ls Yeah, it had been built around 1920 to 24, somewhere along in there.

popw

R . |
And as T say, at that time the high school was there--that was my first year 2

e )

of teaching--and Miss Snead was there., And that was her last year of being
principal there too. And they had a good-sized...but this was a four-year H
high school now. You hed all your gradés and then the high school with it,
you see., And this, the resson this was so, I don't think the grade children
probably could have made cuite as much fun out of this as these high schoolers
were; end they walked in that morning right after Hallowe'en, and, you know in
those days, T don't know whether you do it too wuch now around here, I haven't
noticed too much, but you'd see almost anything out whsre pqople had been out
the night before playing pranks, you know, all kinds of thinga. Some of the
things that you know about thet you can't tell, I guess,

Dt We'll see; don't worry about it.

L: 8o anyhow, when I got to school, I heard all this laugh, and I won-
dered where it is. 'Course you know, 'cause when I was young I had no idea of
all this in it. So anyhow, I walked down here,and here was this old Model T

Ford. The top was back on it, and I mean laying back, it wasn't real neatly

fixed, just slopped back, and it was in that hallway. And so help me Hannah
if it wasn't. And as I said my room was over here on the left, and here was
another one over there and here was this hallway. And there was this old Model
T Ford, and if you don't know what walking into a building and seeing this old
car like that, And it kas, oh, I don't guess very much distance, I guess bew
tween the front door back and it was headed toward the front door. 4nd they
were laughing, and they were laughing. &And I remember I put my things in my
room, and ¥ came out and just dropped everything. And I came on out, you know,

end I got there laughing with them too. It.hed those old hormns, you know, you
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push on the rubber thing like that, you know. And we were all doing that
and things of that kind. And Miss Snead, if you were quiet, you could hear
Mise Snead coming down the hall; that was the principal I told you about.

Ds Oh, she 1imp?d?

Lt Yeah, she 1iﬁp§ﬁ. And you could hear it, you know. But see, we were
makiné g0 much noise we didn't hear it. And the first thing,she got up her

hands like that, and she did her hands like that (clapped) and she said, "Well,

I never, I never,.." Someone said she had been sfanding back looking. "I have

never seen such ordé?. It's bad enough for the students, but when a teacher
bows to a thing like that, I..." And I was a teacher! And then when they
gave the old car a shove, and they went down those steps, the front steps,
they went on through. 'Course some of the boys opened up the doors there;
they hed one of those double doors, and down the steps it went and out and hit
the fence. It was out there; it's parallel to O0ld Dominion Drive. It didn't

go over that far. There was road went in there, back in there to the barbers.

Oh dear. And I got razzed over that thing. I was the first teacher got there. .

A lot of the other teachers came, but she spotted me first and I got it. They
used to do violent things there; take ink and put it all over the offiE;, énd
the yolks of eggs would be all around in the building. And so naturally when
I hed heard about that, * thought this old car certa:nly wasn't hurting any-
body and the walls weren't messed up and the floor not messed up. And I guess
the old thing couldn't run. 7T didn't see anything so bad about it. I thought
it was fummy.

Dt Do you remember sny of the McLean Days or any of those festivals?

L: Yes, yeah., I remember some.

Ds That's, I guess they would go on in the school, wouldn't they?

Lt No, part of it did, but most of it was outside when the weather was
good. TYou remember those, don't you? And we used to have booths, you know,

- made out of just wood, you know.

)
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Et Fad it for the dance, you kmow.

Lt Yeah, they had all their dancing outside, and they would play music.
Uaualiy there would be somebody with a musical instrument, you know, like a
small three or four piece affair. We would hardly call a band today. But
they would pay them so much to get up on this platform made out on thatAlot,
which was between the old school and 123, which of course something else is
built there now, isn't there? And they heve, they made well on this; it
helped to buy that lot. See; the county, let me see how that was now! The

School Board I guess, the Fairfax County School Board owned that lot. Né, I'm

' wrong on that; the Mclean Fire Department or the Civic League what ever, they

celled it in those days., They owned the ground, but the school had put the
building, I mean the county had put the school on there. So see, it was kind
of a controversial thing how you used it there. But they'd have these McLean
Days and that money would usually go for the benefit of the Mclean area there,
the school or divided up with the grounds, whoever had charge'éf that, I don't

remember all that part of it. But they'd have nice large crowds, and everybody

~.

would turn out, you know. Had all kinds of things to make money. But it was,
you'd like to, you did not want to miss it. And it would usually last like a
weekend ; they'd have it maybe Thursday, Friday, and Saturdey nights of one week,
end then meybe Thursday, Friday, Saturday night of snother week, something like
thet. Is that right Buma?

E: Um-huh.

Ls 'Cause we used to go to them. It was an old thing. Whole group from
McLean. And somebody called them Days, Mclean Days or Herndon Days or some=
thing like that., \

Dt The jousting, I remember reading about that, you know. They would
have the hbrses, and they would try to get the little ring or something like
that. |

Lt Um-huh, yeh, ‘um-hun.
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D: Do you, uh, what wes there a School Board, or was that what sort
.of had control over the school system?

Ls The School Board itself, of &ourse, was something like what it
is now although T don't know too terribly wuch., It's been reorganized
and so much now and I don't know, I mean, the high school and the inter-
mediates and all that so it's a separate area. But they had within McLean
members that would attend these meetings. Whether they were the divisional
meetings or not, I don't recall, whether McLean had a School Board of its

own. As I recall, there were certain people that we knew thét would attend

these Board meetings, and if we had any ideas we'd express it to those. They'd

ask us, "Do you have eny suggestions? We're going to have a meeting. What

do you think would meke for the bettéfment of the school and so forth?® And
we would do it through that channel. And so we'd really, I'd guess you'd call
e representative on the School Board, I guess is the nearest thing. And they
meny times were chosen by the community. Now how, I don't know, And I don't

recall any voting on that, but must have been done through_a civie thing, you

know, like they had a very active league\_there; And I judge it was done through

that. I don't remember that part at all. But it was a very, very cooperative
thing that they did; I mean, the people-='course there were soue objected--you
have that, you know, anytime. But generally speaking..t
‘Ds  Speek up. Remember any of the...?
Et ...Board of Supervisors, they were the governing body, too.
Dt Yeah, do you remember any of the supervisor's names\out in this area?
Lt T guess Mr. Alvord Sherman, the school was named after the Shermans.
I expect—-he was, I don't know whether he was on the Board of the Supervisors
or not or on the School Board or not, but I do know that he was active. That
school was nemed after this Mr, Sherman I'm talking about, after Mr, Franklin
Sherman (father of Alvord Sherman) who was very active in the school. He
lived on Route 7 there, not too far from--you know where Horace Jarrett is in

the--any of those--Ash Grove. You know where Ash Grove is on Route 77 You
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ought té know that old place back from the road--kinda comes out by where the
Dulles road comes out on 7, down through there. You know where Carl Smith's
filling station is, well, come on up there, going on up toward Virginia's house
and Jarretts. There's a little church, a little church built on...

Et Bethel?

L: Yeah. 'Nb, not Bethel, but the Christien...Beria,

Et Beria. ‘

Lt Yeah, that's the one. That's what I'm talking about, and that... Oh,

Mr. Sherman, he--I'm almost sure that he must have been on what we would call

a school board or, it was in that, within the limits of Mclean, you see. Because

his father was, you know, he had to be pretty well active and pretty wel} liked
and so forth to have had a school named after him. 'Cause if was named the
Franklin Sherman. That was his name, Franklin Sherman. And we had a very
active PTA. I know that because the men and wemen there used to go to, I mean
at PTA;'they were telling sbout their delegates, and they'd go and come back

and report what they had done, They used to have some of their meetings, by

-

the way, in the affernoon--two or three o'clock--instead of the night meetings
when they tried out there; didn't go over too well, but they tried it.;ut.

D: Know any of the names of the people active in the PTA?

Ls Well, as T say, Mr. Alvord Sherman was one of theun definitely. And
that;é A-1-V-0-R-D. BHe still lives up on Route 7. 4And a Mrs. Corner; now she's
the one you talked to. She's the first principal, I believe, of the high
séhool part there; I think I'm right on that, Now see, Miss... She, I taughty
I think I taught all of her childrén, and I knew her quite well. I don't know
whether she lives in Mclean now or not. The...

Dt T think she does; I'm not sure.

Ls There was Avery, Tom, and then Charlotte was the girl thaet I taught.
And T believe there was an older boy, I didn't, but I teught... And she used

to be called upon many times to talk about, you know, things that'd improve

-25 -

ay < miEREAAN

e s

R T




within the schéol, 'cause she was there when the, when the school, the school
started off smaller than whet it was when I went there, before they even put
the high"school section on it. And they just had that very, very front, if
you remember the old %uilding well enough. I say I was on the front room here,
and a room here and a hall that I told you. And then right upstairs, itiwas
an upstairs end rooms there. And that onlykwent back just about half way of
the building. That was the school they had then, you see. All that big aud-
itorium to the back of it which, of course, is gone now was there when they
hed the four years of high school. Well, she was there at the beginning of
all this, or near the beginning. An& she is most interesting; you'‘d love
talking to her. You don't know her, do you? ,

Dt No, I don't know her, but I heard ; lot about her, But she goes
to St. Johns Episcéapal. Did they use tﬁe school as a pollingAplace to vote,
or do you remerher?

Ls I don't know whether they did or not. I know back in the days, this
dates me, back in the days of rationing when we used to have to go to get our
tickets, you know, back in the wartime, }t was used for that. And people would
just swarm in there to work. We hed the big auditorium at thet time, and we
teachers worked and parenfs worked, you know, giving out stamps for the gas
and all like that. But Mrs. Corner was there when just @hat front part was
built, and then she, she's very interesting to hear her telk. She's got it
clear, I mean her mind is very clear; at least last time I talked to her. I
haven't seen her for some time. But she'd be able to give you quite a bit if
she's around, available. I don't know whether she's still around here or not.

D:s 1 don't know. TI'll have to check into that.

Lt But if she does--that's Avery Corner and Tom Corner, and I know Tom
was living there iﬁ Mclean stilly~had some kind of a little shop somebody said.
about taking the lawnmower or something or other down to Tom's establishment

thet he had. I don't know; not too far from the Post Office,
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Dt Oh, over thePeion Elm Street. I think I know where that is.

Lt Well, that was Tom, and then there's Avery, and then the girl's
name was Charlotte. She's married. I don't know her, but I know those two
boye very well, 'caugse I taught Avery.

Dt VWas there a library in esntral McLean?

ii Yes. Not where it is now. That éne'Q been there a long time. But
there was one, well, I don't know. It was as you...

Dt Do you remember the one on Elm Street?

Lt Oh yeah. Tt was more like a little, mbre like a little dwelling is
where.the first one we ever had. And we used to let the school shildren, that's
when I started teaching, we would tske our children over there; we were allowed
gince we were that close, we were allowed to take our children over, becsause
we didﬁ't have, well, the library, a lot of it was for these high school chil=
dren that I said were there; 'cause this school was really built for the high
school in the begimning--Franklin Shermen, T mean. And then when we could go,
the teacher just had to go away, go over with them, 'ceuse we didn't have that
kind of a library in our school. And\Qe‘d go over there, and they'd be all
ready for us; and that was a very, very little place. You couldn't h;;é but
one class go at a time, and that was up on that street.

Ds Do you know where thet was?

‘Lt It was to the right as you come like from Langley before you get into
McLean, before you get, what is that shop, used to be--before you get to 0ld
Dominion Drive we'll say, and it was this little dwelling to the right there.

I feel, well, I know Miss Corner could tell you. I know that, and I'm trying
to think of anyone else over there could tell you, I could show you unless, I
just haven't even seen it any, I just hardly ever go down through that way any-
more, you know., This would be coming up from Langley, and what I'm talking
about would be before you would get to 0ld Dominion Drive. See, just before
you get there, and it be just as if you were goin', what's that street that

goes up oeut of the Post Office there?
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Dt That's Elm Street.

Lt Yeah, Elm Street. Well, it's just before you get there, but it's
back iﬁst before you get to, you have to turn to a street, just before you
get to Elm Street if you are coming from Langley. And you go down there
sbout a block. Now I suppose that is still there; I don't know. But after
we had our own library, we just didn't go; but, well, I don't know see, They've
got thet great big library now in Mclean. This is probably closed up now
entirely; maybe it's made something else. You know, where the big library: is.

Dt Mrs, Corner was at the dedication of that big library in '65. You
know, a whole bunch of, Steward Udall, and a whole bunch of people like that.

Lt 1 remember hearing sbout it, but I didn't get there,

D: Bob Alden was along there; he had a lot to do with the Community
Center. When did you go over to Churchill Road, it was, when was that built?
Was that one in the '50's?

Lt That was sbout the time that I was at American University, signed up
forxanother course. I'm guessing on that. Must have been along in the late

~—

'50's or the beginning of the '60's. 1'm guessing, Churchill, no, no, that's
Springhill. You're talking asbout Churchill; I'm thinking about Sprinéhill, the
one up there. You see, I was at Springhill in '65. No, this was earlier,
Churchill, I'm thinking.. We went from Frenklin Sherman right on up there.
Miss Dunkum would have that down pat, because she was the principal, you see;
that moved on over there with us too.

D: Is Miss Dunkum still around?

Lt Yeah. She retired last year, and she and I been out this week fum-
bling around, taking this drivers' course, training course, you know, to pro-
mote safety, you know. And they offered this to retired teachers, and we take
anything they offer us. So we went out this week., Yes, Miss Dunkum lives

over in the Dolley Madison Apartments.

D Oh, does she?
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Lt Um-huh. And Miss Jett wasn't there, I don't guess, when you were
there---Miss La;ra Jett, little fourth grade teasher,  little teeny, snappy
eyes;

E: I remember, I don't, I remember Mrs; Dye, and .....

Lt Yes, uh-huh. I bet you'd remewmber Miss Jett then because Miss Jett
end Miss Dunkum lived together end Miss Jett was at Mary Washington7Collége
when I was, we met there. And she lives down near Reedville, her home
place. But I'm trying to think of who else now, but she and Miss Dunkum
I say have an apartment over in Dolley Madison, snd Miss Dunkum could give
you quite a bit of this because she came to teach the same year I did. Ve
were new cause we met there, and talking about Mrs. Snead and Miss Dunkum
had not the same experience I did but she does love to tell how funny I
looked when Mrs. Snead came out and seid "What'e one of the teachers out
here doing such a thing?" She loved to rub it Th. And then I say she
retired just a year ago, I retired just this last year, and she did a year
earlier than me and then Miss Jett's planning to do it this next year, kinda
along stairsteps there. T

D: Well, I can remember around;dhurchill Road the cows grazing ;;t;
well, was that a farm or what farm was that?

Lt Yes. It was Mr... I think that was .. I'm not sure Mr. Trammel's

farm or not. It was one of those people though that hed e large farm

back in there and they hadn't been subdivided, and all then. And I remember -

that too very well because our children, you know, liked to go down and

watch the cows and I've never been too good talking to children, you know,

sbout sex. Anyhow, the children ceme in and said "Miss Millard, Miss Millard,

Miss Millerd, we can't come in now. There's a cow out here having a baby calf!

salt
Well, you go see it." I might as well go, and they was standing back, There

was a whole lot of children down there, stayed down there,‘and you know
they came on back and they were just as calm. It was much better to do it

that way then say "Oh, you can't stay down there, you know." That's what
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happens when you get older, you teke a little more freedom. But I was
with Miss Dunkum then.

'”Dt Did you know Mr. Swink up in the white house on the hill, Balls
117 i '

Lt No, no, I didn't. I know of them, but I didn't know him.

D: Who lived in that, you know, in that old house on the other - on
Churchill Road, you know, the school and then that house right by the school,
you know, in the old farm house? Was that the Trammels?

L: Tremmels, Trammels, yeﬁ. And I taught French Tremmel and his
sisters, Mr. Tremmel, the older one, had died, and I think Mrs. Trammel
is still..Yes, that's who that was, He had a large farm back in there.

D: Yeah, 2ll that.....

Lt And I guess his son, French, probably is still there, I don't know.
He had two daughters and they married and moved away, I think, but French
was the one who owned that and I believe that it was just this last winter
that Mrs. Traumel died. T think I heard that. I know somebody told me
that Mrs. Trammel did and I think it was that ome. That's what I mesn.

Dt Yeah. Did you ever remember a mansion "Sharon" up on the hill
overlooking Dead Run on Georgetown Pike, an old mansioné

Lt - No, but I remember hearing something about that but I cannot place
very well.....

D: Yeah, that...you know, lot of the history of Fairfax County “they
talk sbout, talk sbout Sharon that was up on the hill - you know, up on
where Dead Run Drive twists around. It was right up on that hill over-
looking - overlooking everything. And Commodore Jones dated back to 1700's,
you know, some Navy captain - lot of history...

E: I remewber a little of thet but it's hazy in wy mwind.

Lt Yeah, and of course when the developer moved in the house was

just knocked right down.
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Dt Oh! I was going to ask you was that being restored or anything?

Lt Yeah. The house was just knocked right down and all this - if
you look up on that hill now, you cen see two big trees, about this big
around, right up on t;at hill - two big oaks and thet's all that's left
of it. I wonder if you might, you know, might remember that.

Es ¥o, I don't ....

D: Well, was Churchill Road back more - start in the early 50's
when they built that, or do you remember? ’

Lt let's stop and see now, Now Churchill Road...

-Et Charlie died in the 50's.. I remember you were at Churchill at
least until 1959 - '58 you were at Churchill.

Dt It was right about the middle '50's.

Ls Yeah, Yeah, uh huh. |

D: When they developed all that? All that property in around there?

Lt There was a talk about predicﬁing how many more schools were going
to be needed, what size school, that was the kind of thing people were
talking about. And they said with all tﬁia development that was in the
making and that's probably what they were talking about then, you see, then.

Dt And then was Springhill more like really the middle '60's, then,
about '657 -

Lt Yes, I would saylit was alongAabout that, about that time. And
thet was kind of - Y mean thie ie not for publication particulariy but it
was rather to us that were going there. We were - it was up to us to
decide where we wanted to go, whether to stay at the school or we could
move on. Well, when we found out Miss Dunkum was going, we wanted to go
naturally 'cause our group had followed her along. We all knew her and got
along well and everything. And...but we knew that we were going to be
moving in into an integrated area and we all - there was no opposition as

far as our part was concerned - I mean, there wouldn't be any but I think
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we were all concerned about "Will I be sble to handle it right?" See?
Because you know I think you can handle it with one group but maybe ndt
others would think you showed undue favoritism. You know, I remember so
well the first year that I had an integrated room end all there was just
one little girl in it and she's over in Langley. 1Is she still there yet,
Peggy? -

VG: Peggy Semson.

L1 Peggy Samson. She was the first one that I had - she was the
only one in my room I had the whole year.

D: What do you know? She was on - in the Post, Washington Post -
on fV, wasn't she?

Lt Oh, was she really? Oh, I'd loved to see...

Ds It was a big feature story - she - the first female manager of
the football team.

Lt Uh huh. Somebody told me about that but I never did see it. But ..
She was the first one and she was ~ the day that school opened - cause I

—~—

didn't know who I was going to get, of~¢ourae - I mean, the names were

there that were registered in the school but it didn't meen anything. I

hedn't seen any of their faces, end what not. And I remember when I went

in thatlday, there was this one little girl dressed absolutely just précious.

Just as clean as she can be and, I mean, she had her hair all combed and
these little red bows on it, you know, and all and I mean it wasn't just
little plaits all over her head. I mean, she was just an ideal looking
little girl and she was shy, extremely shy. And I tried to get acquainted
with her and she just kept her head over on the desk, you know, most of.
the time. And uh..I gotta do something about this. So I called her mother
end after she'd been there about 2 weeks end she said "Oh, she just loves
it, she loves school, she loves you, she loves the children, she loves

everything of them." And I just hope it stays that way". Cause she was
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the only one and you just take one - I know how 1'd feel if I was the only
one there - now if it was just vice versa, yob know. - And she seemed to
take a liking to the children and to me and the mother was nice and I
didn't meet the father. I finally met him but I didn't see him as much

as I did the’mother.é.And so I remember when théy had their little pictures
taken, you know. She came to school and she had one in a frame and she
gave it to me and I still have that picture of her cute as a ... and he r
mother used to make her clothes -- you know, I used to tell you about that.
And she -~ her name was Peggy, as I seaid. And I said something to her one
day and called her “Peggy".and she didn't listen, didn't turn around or
something and then later I said, "Did I call your neme wrong?" and she

said "Oh no, I guess not". She said "I guess I just didn't bear". She

said "You know down at home, they don't call me that". And I said "What
do they call you?" And she said "They call me Papoose®. And I said

"I111 call you Papoose, if you want me to". And she said "All right".

So T called her mother and talked to her about it and told her I didn't
want to disturb her. I was trying to-go about it not to overdo it but I
did want her to feel free and secure, &oﬁ know, in the room because no one
was making fun of her or anything of that kind, and all. She kept her head
over on the desk, I think, for about 2 weeks. She just was so shy and all.
She'd walk along and hold on to my hend - things of that kind. But her
mother asked me one night how she was getting on. I used to call her mother
more than the others there to get things to going. I told her I thought
she was a little bit upset about her neme and I wasn't real sure just what
I should call her. T said "I've been calling her "Peggy'." And she said
they've alwaya called her ?apoose. And I said that I think Papoose ia a
real nice name but I wonder if you can have a home name and a school name.
So then she said she thought it would be a good idea so that's when we
started calling her Peggy .Um huh. T imagine if I'd talk to her today she

probably would -~ she'd remember - I think she'd remember. I know I wouldn't
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want you to sey anything to her about it, of course. Yes, I saw her when
you were in a program down at Lengley, end she recognized me before I did
her. We talked... and she had her mother. They see me down in McLean now.
You lkmow I haven't seen them lately. I think last time I was at People's
Drug Store and here they came - the two of theﬁ. ‘

D: Do you recall the Odrick's Corner School there at Odrick's Corner?

Lt I only remember that it was the school for black childreﬁ for
a good many years.

Tape II

Lt This is a document - a man wrote my father asking to send the car
over.

Dt Oh, that was the .. wha§ did he ship it from the from Vienna on
his trein, the shipping point Vienna, Virginia?

- Lt Oh yes, uh huh, that was their addresé. Vienna post office, see,
and they ...

Dt; Oh, at the Vienna post office?

Lt Yeah, we were on the Vieﬁna_fgst office - out thru there. But
what got to us - what emused us was how he could write to this man,'M;:
Harrison - had an automobile place up in Herndon - and you see.... Herndon,
Virginia. And look how he wrote the letter and he sent this by some of
us - I don't know who - I think it was Virginia's mother hed something to
do with that somewhere. And look, he got a car - can you imsgine that?
And Virginia found out from some of the papers and put it tegether like
that, you know, and they they came on home in the car, you know, and I

guess they paid for it later. Can you imagine buying a car like that today?

Dt Sight unseen? You were talking about how the Millards got involved

with the mill and some of your experiences.
EM: Well, I don't know too much about it -- Of course, my grandfather

used to ..... we stayed down there. He came over from Maryland - my
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grandfather came to Maryland over here and bought the mill.
. Lt Republican mills? Was that the name of it?

Et( I don't know. I'ﬁ not sure of that either.‘ And then, of course,
you told that a while ago now, didn't you?

Lt It may have been but something ma& have cut it out. I don't
know. I thought there was something else‘you wanted to bring in there.

E:t No, I don't rememwber anything.

Lt Well, I don't think we ever talked about Grandfether when his
father died. Grandfather Millard died - that was A. B. Millard, that was.
E:t Yes, that was graﬁdfather A. B, Millard and he was -~ when he
died, then wy father, Samuel Millard and mwy uncle .. Millard they took

over the mill after ...

L: That was for their mother.

E:t Yesh, that was for their mother.

Lt FEwma Millard,

" Es FEoma Millard. My grandfather died and then wy grandmother toog
it over and then her two sons, Samuel agd Alfred, bought her.. .

Lt They run the mill for her for awhile...and then they .

E: Yes, they run the will for her awhiléw ‘

Lt And then they bought it out, and finally Papa, finally bought it
out from them,.

Et ... bhe bought the place from the heirs,

Lt That's how it came down to us, you seey.

Et That's how it came through to my father, finally. Now that's what
we were wrong on the dates when they came over here, end I said I cen't re-
member dates-—now do you remember when Papa came over here. That's what he
wanted to know... I mean like when Fop cemé...

Dt Yeah. Well that, yeah., When do you first remember the mill, and

uh, did you live right in that, near that area?
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Lt Yes, we lived just two or three houses up from there, and we re-
membeff-uh—huh—-you see, that was, see, Papa was single when he was doing
all this, He wasn't married at that time, end then after he was merried,
I guess he and Mema married three or four yeara”and then we came along, so it's,.,
Et :We lived in a little frame house about the third house up -- and,
of course the big house - the Millard House - the Miller's house they call
it now, the brick house... .
L: They call it the Miller house now. I think one of the things
that was probably brought out in some of the stories there that they have
and one that our mother reéailed and thet was, you see, our mother died
just a few years ago and she wes telling-- we had someone come by - we
had an erticle here somewhere on it wrote this up for the paper sometime
ago about things that would happen and she said that one of the things she
had to worry ebout was in the middle of the night we had a thunder storm
that Dad would have to get up and walk down or ride down but it wasn't
too far... enyhow, he'd godown to the mill to lift this gate part to let
the water, you know, run out through ;Ee‘race - otherwise it would wash
the race bank out, you know, and you'd have a flood all over the botté;'
down here. And, a thunderstorm would come up or anything he just had to
get up and go down there and to do that, you see, 2o as I say and she
used to tell about how worried she'd be about him being out like that
and then the lightning and the wind and all that kind. And then.fsometimes
it would happen though even then, be a big rain and wash it out and then
it'd be an awful job to get it Pixed back in, cause this wae all done
through soil end things of that kind. They didn't have the brick walls
and all that at that time and I commence to think aebout the bricks in the
mill.:{.but my mind faded there, I'll come back. Then she also said about

the uh..what else was it she told us there..I mean, that mema said there.

I hed something in my mind that she was telling about the..uh..oh about
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him getting up at 4 o'clock in the morning - he'd get up at 4 o'clock

in the morning and go down to the mill to grind because that would be

a time when he wasn't -- wasn't interrupted and nobody coming in and .w
out. This was like & —- the mill plus the little store that's across
the road from it up there. Do you know where that is? '

D: Yeah, that's sort of boarded in there, |

L: That's mill property now but that used to belong to another men,

Mr. Cockrill and....

E: Country store...

Lt That was a countfy store and they..one of the colored teachers -

i o g

the colored teacher over at Spring Hill right now, when she came to teach

down to school I was walking in and I introduced myself and she said "You

wouldn't be related to Mr. Samuel Millard, would you?" And I said "Yes.",

And she said "Oh, that dear old mill", seid "I used to come with my father".

She lives down in Chesterbrook. Iubet she'd like to be a .. have somethiné
on this., She said, "My father used to come up there at the mill and my
sister and I always rode up with him and it wes a day's trip to come from
Chesterbrook up the mill. And she eaid 'we'd go across that little store
and get our candy and she said my father used to talk to &our father and
they'd b}ing the grein in and then they'd have it ground and it would

take them a day."

Dt It would take them a dey to do the whole thing?

Lt Ubh huh.Time they'd come up there with their bags of grain - I
imagine they stretched it out and had a little extra talks, you know, and
things like that and so forth. But she ssid it was such a happy event
that...this is Mrs Dorsey is the teacher. She said it was such a happy

time for her father that he just loved to go...people gathered like that.

They'd stay there while the grain was being ground, you see. And sometimes

it would be I guess if they brought a loed like he did, it would just ' |
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take sbout the day. And she said they'd run across thaet little store and
liked it so, you know. So that was the part I was thinking of there.

Kind of personal, really it is but that...I think we got off to our subject
where you were aboutitbe mill and so forth sbout operating. I guess we

got that in, didn't we?

D: How big was that original pond back there?

Et Yesh, it was...you meen where the water's Aammed up, you mean?

Dt Right, yeah, |

Es Well, I don't know., Do you remember the acreage on that?

Lt I don't know, It was in acreage; I know that. I think it's in
that book, I'm sure. k ‘

Et I was thinking about 10 acres, but I don't know whether that's
right or not. -

D3 Did you say it originally went up right by the mill there, as opposed
to cutting across?

Ls Yeah,...yes, it went along Colvin Run Road. You know the difference
there between Colvin Run Road and Route\7, don't you? =

Dt Colvin Run Road was originally Route 77 .

Ly Yes, it was. The other thing that, see, this was a community-type
thing as far as sports events were in the wintertime. The dam would freeze
over, and they had skating, skating parties, and they‘d always have a crowd,
from what Dad told us now., I don't know thet Mdbther gotbin on those %00 much,
She lived down here., She didn't talk too much about it, that part, did she?
But she would talk about this and thet, then they'd come on back to the Millw
ard house, which is the one up on the hill there, and they'd have, you know,

I imagine, chocolate or something to drink, you kmow, then have faffy pulling.
I've heard Pop tell about that and so-forth, So it was, that was a kind of

recreation, you see, the dem was, Helped to bring in that type of thing.
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Dt Do you remembér when they would cut out the ice, you know, for the
blogka to be put in the ice house?

Et I never saw that, but I remember when they did it.

Ls T never saw }t either, but I remember when they did it; and the ice
house was down here...

Ets I remember the old ice house gquite well.

Lt Yeah, that's down near.,..

Ds Where was that located? Where was it?

Es It was to the right as &ou go in off d@lvin Run Road and going in
to the mill, off to the right. Kinda down ageinst the bank. It was kinda
that formed the one side of the place, I guess, 'course then it was filled
with sawdust and stuff like that. And ice was packed back in there...?til
»the next time. 'Course it was quite a good size. I guess lot of peopie
ceme there and got ice. It was packed with sewdust, and you had to keep it
in this. It doesn't seem like it would do it, but it did.

. Lt Yes, and they evidently had a lot of use for it., I mean, the femilies
got together more, you know. That's ﬁart of their social life. And he would
talk about walking up to, on up Route 7 to Brown's Chapel Church. It isn't
there now; it's on that roed out near Reston, but that's the church they did
go to. And they would walk, end then they would come on back down to the
Millard house, and that's where they'd go in and have their hot chocélate
end all that kind of stuff or taffy pullings and things of that kind. So
that was what their social life was, you knoWe...

Bt ...home-made ice cresm too. And they'd always have to go down to
the mill to get their ice,ﬁyou know. +..that was before the days when you'd
have ice delivered to your door. ‘

Vi What about the community hall? Remember that, how theyU:;ed to
have dences there, end your father, Millard, would never--Grandad wouldn't

let them come.
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Lt I don't think ke would cbject to us going places, but not that close
home-;sométhingrof that type. Sometimes they'd have some trouble down there,
but I wouldn't want that quoted. -

Vs But they converted what the school was into = community...

Lt That used to be the old school that we stamrted to right there in
that commﬁnity hall, That was a schoolhouse; I mean, it was, and they made
it into a community hall. But they used to have benefits like suppers, things
like that, and help out. I£ orginally started out with that idea, didn™t it,
of helping people in need and what not. )

. Vs Well, then the lLedies Aid Society, what was-~did that begin in Great
Falls?

Lt In the church up at Brown's Chapel Church., Something likes..

Dt What is the story about the boy and the wheel? I remember something
like that... o

Lt Oh dear, that was written up here somewhere,

Ds W¥hat was his name? .

Lt Elmer Besley., B-E-S-l-E-Y. I ;uess 1-Y or L-E~Y. And that was, I
think, I mey have sasid it before, I guess I did, I should have, that he had
just come along with has father to ride along and'again, it was a visiting
time, you see, as far as our dad and Harry Besley were concerned. And this
child got tired, end the child then it was, Elmer as we say, and he just
;and:r:d ;;;und end they didn't, they didn't notice or nothing frightened
them until they heard this yelling, screaming, you know. And the first thing,
of course my father thought of was that wheel, and that the way the mill has
been restored now. You don't see the little steps that you kinda go up as
high as he hed to go to pull this lever down; but he hurriedly did:i¢{ and when
he looked out, he said he didn't even take time to say anything to anybody.

B just went immediately and pulled out. & thought, "Oh dear, where's that

child?" I think he wae nine years old, I recall them telliit and there he was,
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standing up against the wall of the mill. And the old wheel just going
'round end ‘'round like that...slip, you see, the water made it , you know.
Bad to get kind of a slimy thing on the board, you know; and he was up there
and he slipped off off that. #nd that step was up higher than what it is now,
since they restored it, don't you think so. Emma?
E: Yeah. It's a wonder it didn't kill hin{;..
Ls Mama said that when Papa came in the house, he was still kind of
sheking. Tt was such a narrow escape. .
Vs Well now, there is that story now, I remember when I was there this
summer, about the girl thet burned.
Lt Yeah, Florence did burn.
Vs Florence, yeah. Cmn you talk sbout that? Because so ﬁany people
were concerned...
Es The Besley boy finally turned out to be a Brigadier General, didn't he?
Lt Yeah, he's retired right now, but...and he lived, his home there in |
Mclean where the Evans's live now. ”
D: Oh right. n
Lt Uh-huh., OFf course, I don't mean they didn't have a place of business
there, but I meen in their dwelling--where the dwelling is‘there. And that's
ihere... Now what did you say dear?
V: About Florence, the girl that burned at the milll
Lt T don't remember too much, except Dad telling aboﬁt that they had
this old-fashioned stove there. They hed a fireplace, but we always knew of
a stove being in there.
Vs In the mill?
Lt Yeah, but it may have been... I guess it was a fireplace, 'cause
she ceught fire. The reason thet she caught fire putting corncobs on the fire-
. place or putting them in the stove, and I.don't imagine you do much of that in
the fireplace. They must have hed a}stb;e or éomething thefe--l don't know.

But enyhow, she caught fire there in that office, and before they could de

- 41 -

I AR

Vi £

o o o

B ST TR




anything fcr‘her, 'cause she had inhaled too many of the flames, and it was
the cause of her death.

Vs 'Cause an awful 3ot of people at the Miller's House this summer were
commenting sbout thaﬁ.

Lt I heard Pop tell that; I'm sure it's true. And he told it to us, and
his mind was clear as could be, L

¥3 Mr. Watt told us about that.

Ds What about the gypbies you were talking about? Coming down Route 7?

L: Oh, the gypsy story. ‘ a

Et You can tell the gypsy story and the blessing.

Ds Oh, the blessing.

Et You know asbout that, and I don't.

Dt ...pockets or something like that.

Lt Yeah, thet was their way of blessing you. Well, they...

Et A way of getting your money.

Ls There was a certain time in the year that you more or less kind of
looked out for them, I guess; because I heard Mother say to Father or. vice
versa, "Well, I guess it's aboutitime for the gypsies to be along now, you
know." There was a certain time... I think they must have made a trip sbout
once or twice a year. I don't know, but at least they kinda had an idea
when it was the time for them; and evidently they knew when they arrived,
because they came in pretty full force from what I got the idea. 4And they
would come in, end that's the first thing they get up to, and they'd just
start pounding, pounding; they pounded like this, you know, pounding like
this. Or st least their tongue was running as hard as it could go, but you
couldn't understand anything they were saying. And as they'd pound and pound ,
they'd get closer and closer to his trouser pockets, you know. find he said
he'd heve his hand in there holding his money because--and people then, they

kept more money in thbir pockets, too, I mean, what they do--so they knew
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pretty much what they were doing. I think I mentioned before that Uncle
Everett down in Marylend who had a will, he was, I think be carried anywhere
from three to four mumdred dollars in his pocket all the time, and he was
robbed down at his mitll, several times down there. Shot one time, but he
lived through that. But anyhow, they all the time, they wanted to bless

you, bless you, and bless you, and you'd have quite a time getting them away,
you know; because he didn't want theirﬁblessing,.but they'd hang around up
bere, but Papa would get real fretted with it, you know. It was just a silly
thing! But a certain time every year, we'd look out for the gypsies; and
you'dhkind of pass the woré on, you know. The gypsies are in the neighbor-
hood. So you'd know to look out for the gbeieS.

Ds Did jour father carry around that much money--two huﬁdred, three
hundred dollars?

E: I thinﬁ he had a safe that he carried...he kept everything he hed
in his poéckets all the time. ecoaybe that old safe up there...

Lt It's an old iron sefe now. You'll have to see it sometime; it's
Just & regualr o0ld one with... We did save the combination and everything,
didn't we? So...

Et It's not a great big one, but it will have to hold.

Ls And what I can remember as a child, this was away from the mill
now, but I guess he had it to keep some of the things, papers of his own in
there; but I could remember, because I used to think it was so morbid that
when people died--somebody in your family would die--they'd start coming to
the house. And you'd say Mr. So and So died or something like that, and here
would be Papa, and he'd be out undoing the sefe, you knows And what they
were doing was they would make their plans in that way instead of having a
safety box or something,they brought their wills and things over the house
end left them there, you ee., And they were locked up in the safe. And I

used to think, "I hate to look at that thing." I just always thought it was
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fgr somebody, some dead person out of all the time, you know. That was, wes

(o AR s

the truth. And even after we were cleaning it out, straightenihg it out after
Papa died. Remember how we had the family of some of them that...to let them
know--of course, the %eople were deceased, and I don't know if they ever had

'any need for these papers; evidently they didn't. And we didn't go around ad-

vertising that we had the papers, you know. So, I guess we must have handed

them over to their attorney or something. I don't know how that happened,
Es We have one or two in the drawer right here.
Lt Is it? Ub-huh. But that was, they said it was a common thing to
bappeﬁ in those'days. The people that had these safes~~I know Miss Dunkum's
father had one almost eiactly like Papa's; I saw it when I was down there--

that they would do that, you know. 'Cause see, they wouldn't charge them

amything. But to me it wouldn't be the charge or the money you get out of it,

but it was the responsibility, you know. Because I know Misa Dunkum eaid
that they - her father - lost the comwbination to the safe down there - down
in Gordonsville - and they hed to contact New York and from there they
had to send - I think they were a couple\of months ever getting anybody--or
somebody had to come down,.a locksmith, and get it open for them,

Et Two times to the right, three times to the left...come to 14,
turn left end{..

Dt Do you remember the combination?

Et I used to know it just like anything. I have to refresh my memory.

Lt T think they have it in the safe deposit box in a Vienna bank,
don't they?

E: I believe they do. And you used tc have to start out at a certain
number end you go three times to 28 - something like that. Reverae four

times to 12 - to 14, right three times, turn left and wait for the click.

Dt Did he keep account books, too, ledgers of how much he paid?
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7 . ) E: That's one thing, we're sorry it slipped through our fingers,
I think Mom and I probably burned them.

Dt Burned them up?
d E: I'm afraid we did.

D: Thet's too bad!

E: We had some old books there and I didn't think we did but Mom
and I looked end looked and looked for those things.

L: They picked theﬁ up, thinking they were trash, you know, or
something, because they didn't deliberately do it.

E: .....lots and lots and lots of his writing, you know...

Lt When he stopped milling, sold the mill and came up, he built a
little house out back where he could keep a lot of things. It was more
like a workshop because he had to have something to do - that's all it
was, FHe waen't going to sit down and twittle his fingers. And he wasn't
really able to go out and work hard like in a field or & garden or that-
q kind. And he had some of those things that we found out in that shed cause
when we sold up there and were going Eb'move down here, we just had to get
some of that stuff, go through some of it, and thaet's when we realized then,
wondered where those books were, you see.

Es 'Still can't believe we burned them up.

Lt I can't either. I just can't believe that we took his things and
did it. It must have been that they were in a box or something and thet
box was picked up and, of course, we had to get a trash man with a truck
and they'd bring it - I don't know how many loads they made out of that
house. Not only that, but we'd saved a lot of school books - my Lord,
we had gobs of them and they had, you know , we used to have to buy our
books in the high school. We didn't have a library to go to. And we had
loads of those. Sometimes, somebody might need them so we didn't throw

‘ them away. So, thet was part of it.
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Ds Well, I know you knew a Dr. Alfred leigh, you kmow, the doctor
up there. But did you know George Bicknell, another physician?

Et Oh yes, that's my uncle. '

D: Oh, that's your uncle? Oh, och I see., That's a dumb quest;onl

Ls No, no, that wasn't a dumb question because he didn't live around
here. He lived down in Maryland - down in Indian Head.

D1 Oh, bhe did? '

L: Uh, hubh and practiced down there. And he hasn't been dead so many
years, has he? .

Et Yo, nﬁ.

Lt Uncle George - we used to go down there quite often. He lived
n;ar Indien Haad'or LaPlata, M, - out in thet section. Used to come and
vigit us., In fact, they have a cemetery lot up in our Methodist Church
up at Brown's Chapel. They..see, the Millard's had there's up there so
they just held onto things, you know, up there. "

VGt louise, Hassell was mentioning a lot of nemes the other day and

Mom said "Do you remember Dr. Ta&loe?” Dr. Tayloe, I think!

Ls T-A-Y-1-O-E. Yeﬁb, yeah. I think his house has been torn down
there now on Church Street., He lived down here.

VGt And Dr. Jones? Did you know Dr. Jones?

Lt Oh yesah, he was from Herndon.

D: Dr. What was it? Uh.

Ls I don't know if T recall his neme or not.

Ds This is Mr. leigh's handwriting. I don't:kmow what something says.

Lt Oh yes, now he's got ~ what was Tony's name? Jones..?
VGs Tony Jones,
L: Yes, it was Tony but it was Tony's father was the doctor and Tony

used to live right across the road from us up at Colvin Road. He's got

Rexton on here which would be for Rex, wouldn't it? Um huh.
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Dt Um huh., Sometimes have a hard time....

‘Lt Now what does he mean by Mr. and Mrs. Rexton Jones? Train some-
thing...? .

Ds: 'Ha said he ;ould know something about the Doctor somewhere in
Falls Church. About a doctor....

E: VWell, that's probably Dr. jone's son, Rex.

L: Oh, that's right! That's right - yeah, ub huh. Rex, that's
right. Uh huh, yeh. Because Jones is a - Tony Jones lived exactly across
the road from us on Colvin Run Road up in Colvin Run, and then his son
came up there and Rex... They contacted us several times, that's who ~ that's
the Rex, Uh huh.

D: I wented to ask about Harvey, too.

Lt Now, Emma, that's your baby.

D: Now I want to check with Columbus Honesty, the man I talked to
about Hervey Honest. What was it lum? Lum?

LL: Oh yes. Some people call him lummie. We call him Lum.

D:1 let's see what he has to sey ab.out whet the relationship was there?
What--Harvey worked right in the mill there with your father? .
E: Yes, he worked in the mill some. He was really more of a yard
man, I guess than anything else. He worked in the garden, helped my father
in the garden and then he would, he would mow our yard for us - both places

down close to the mill and up other places, too..

Lt Before he came to live up there at our place, he then worked down
around the mwill, didn't he? And they'd gone down here with Lum then. So
that would be one life for him. And then, of course, the timwe, of course,
he supposed to have gotten married, remember that story? We never could
follow it through. |

Et He went away from here, went to Ohio.

L: Ohio? Think it was.
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Et Chicago or something. I don't know what happened to him. Well,
there was some woman whdalived out on Route 7 there and she wanted him to
go out as her bytler. And she went end when he, she went éuk there several
years and finally I guess he got enough of it ;nd he came back and he said
he got married. And Papa was out there and he said "What's your,wifefs neme?"
Just Gledys? That's all he knew. Hs wife's name was nothing but Gladys.

Ls Juét releted somewhere, we don't know but all he knew was Gladys.
And you have to see Harve to appreciate that.

Et FHe wasn't much taller than that.

Lt He wes a scream if there ever was one.

D: He said, was talking about a man had to go to prison, kind of was
like he was coming homwe from college.

E: He was a trustee., He was really a trustee. I guess he was,
becau;e he was an innocent, the poor soul.

Lt T think he was, I think he was s ...

Et Anyone would trust him, byt P? came over and said he was a trustee...

D: What happened with the, when it wes robbed, when the mill was
robbed or some such and he was paying for it?

L: Yeah, somebody got in the mill - I ﬁean, they could tell the next
morning when they went down there. I guess it was Papa, I don't know, Papa
or Uncle Bub, one or the other, and they could tell that the office had been
bothered. They didn't leave money around there but I judge that what they
were...I don't know, they may have been looking for other things to take
out to sell, like flour or meal or something; nobody knows that. But,
enyhow, they got to talking sbout it - I guess it was the next day or night
or something over at Mr. Cockrill's store, which is that little store right
across from the mill and this Mr. Cockrill was right tricky. FHe said "Now
Harve, it would be only a smart person tﬁat would know about that, how that

mill could ever be gotten into. Take a smart one, not many people could to it.*
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And he said, "I just bet a dollar that they'll never find the person who
will really know." 'Course little bitty Hai've,y, ¥ Well, well, I can tell
you, I cen tell yc;u," he started, "I can tell yeu;"' And g0 he told it ex-
actly who it was that talked to him, how they got in, everything about it.
And then Mr. Cockrell called the police, and they came over end got old
Harvey of course; end there he was, And we felt so bad that he got caught.
But really and truly he was simple in a way, and at times he could talklike
he had very good sense. He was honest as could be.

E: I served time for two years. And then when he came back, he got
off the Greyhound bus down at the mill near the store, end went up and shook
hends with my father; he was one of the first ones that he shook hands with.
So glad to see him, you'd think Hervey been to college, He was just as proud
a8 a peacock, ' . |

Lt Of all the things they did at the prison where he was, nobody could
do it like he could; he could always do things better. And he'd say, "Is
that right!" And he'd ssy, "Yeah." I seid, "They didnit know sny of those
things at sll. I had to show them how to do all of it." Bo in a way, he was
kinda nitwitty; he had a lot of common sense. He was ht‘me;t as could possibly
be. |

Et H served time for two years. And he did serve time, but he got )
roped in on that.

Lt He was just, he was weak enough thet he could be lead. See, these
people knew that he did know how to get in end out of there, and I guess they
. must have been looking for momey. I have aniidea they were.

Ds Were there police right in the Colvin Run area, like did you have a
local police? b
Ls No.

D: They had to come out from the county?

Ly Yes, they came out from the county.



|
|

Ds And lest thing, when did your father last see the mill? You were
apeaking about that, when he last got a chance to see it. |

Lt I know I was the one took him down there. Fe died in '50,

Et Io died in '5l. | | |

Lt I was thinking, it was Pebruary he died, I was thinking it was the.
summer before that, in my mind when T thought. I know it, I know the weather
wesn't bad weather, remember when, 'cause he said up in the yard, "I'd love
to go see the mill.,* And I said, "Well, I'1l take you." And he said, "When?"
And I #aid, "Come ch; let‘é go rigﬁt now.“. And he‘did,i And I know that was ’
the last time he was down there, and I'knéw it wasn't wintertime; and he did
die in February, so I think it must have been that suumer,

D: Yeah, What, the mill was inactive?

Ls It was grown up, weeds and everythiig all around ¥%t, you know, end
all around the race, it looked so0 bad., I set on the race bank with him,.
‘course we couldn't get in. I was really glad we couldn't, truthfully. I
mean, 'cause it wasn't his mill; he didn't have a key to it. And he stood
there, and he said,""Hm, hum, hum. I seen enough; let's home." Was all
he said. So we came on home, byt he didn't talk about it when he got home
either. Maybe it would be on his mind, you lmow. I just felt that he
wanted to go see it, that I think thé fest of them‘would have felt the same

way, had he said it to them; I thought he should go see it. And several

‘people 8aid to me, ”Don't'you think that maybe he could have had a bad effect

on him?* I said, "No, I don't think so.™ I just didn't think it would hurt
him, because that had been the place where he worked all his life, and hed a

lot of happy memories and all, and we took him.





